
            

 

 

Telomerase Cancer Vaccine 

 

Veterinary Oncology Services (VOS) has been granted a USDA permit allowing the importation of a cancer 

vaccine from Europe.  VOS is the only team in the United States where this vaccine will be available.  The 

vaccine has been developed by a well-recognized medical health company, who will use the data to help obtain 

FDA approval.  The vaccine has published data and efficacy against canine Lymphosarcoma but we feel it will 

also benefit other canine cancers including osteosarcomas, transitional cell carcinoma, melanoma and 

hemangiosarcomas.   

*A vaccine targeting telomerase enhances survival of dogs affected by B-cell lymphoma* 

Peruzzi D, Gavazza A, Mesiti G, Lubas G, Scarselli E, Conforti A, Bendtsen C, Ciliberto G, Aurisicchio L. 

Mol Ther. 2010 Aug; 18(8):1559-67. Epub 2010 Jun 8. 

What is Telomerase? 

The enzyme telomerase allows for replacement of short bits of DNA known as telomeres, which are otherwise 

shortened when a cell divides via mitosis. In normal circumstances, without the presence of telomerase, if a cell 

divides, at some point the cell will reach its limit (aging, cell will die). With the presence of telomerase, each 

dividing cell can replace the lost bit of DNA, and any single cell can then divide unbounded--a crucial step in 

enabling cancerous growth. Telomerase activation has been observed in ~90% of all human tumors and the 

majority of canine tumors, suggesting that the immortality conferred by telomerase plays a key role in cancer 

development.  

 

The Department of Oncology is looking for potential candidates for this therapy, and asks for your assistance in 

the referral of cases. 

 

Please feel free to go to our website for more information www.petcancerinformation.com.  Appointments can 

be scheduled by calling (914 704-3400) or onco@guardianvet.com 

Protocol:  The vaccine is administered as a series of 5 total injections.  The timing as to when to start 

administration is based on the doctor’s judgment (confirmed molecular remission preferably for Lymphomas) 

or post-surgery and will be discussed during the exam.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telomeres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitosis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer


            

 

 

The first 2 injections (Adenovirus) are roughly 2 weeks apart.  The remaining 3 (plasmid DNA) are also 2 

weeks apart but are administered with the use of an electroporator.  Electroporation is a significant increase in 

the electrical conductivity and permeability of the cell plasma membrane caused by an externally applied 

electrical field. It is used in molecular biology as a way of introducing some substance into a cell, such as 

loading it with a molecular probe, a drug that can change the cell's function, or a piece of coding DNA. During 

this procedure, the patient will be under a short anesthesia with continuous monitoring. 

Costs:  There is a fee for the production costs and shipping of the vaccine paid directly via PayPal to the 

company, Evvivax. www.evvivax.com   via di Castel Romano 100, 00128 Rome. This is independent of any fees 

for services (rechecks, anesthesia, lab tests, etc.) with VOS.  A medical plan will be provided and approved by 

the owner before any services are performed.  There is no refund. 

Currently this fee is $1500 U.S. This amount covers vaccines (2) Adenovirus and (3) plasmid DNA and 

shipping from Europe) and is independent from the Veterinary Oncology Services and the Barrymore Center for 

Advanced Cancer Therapeutics.  Additional fees (estimated $4-7K) for administration, anesthesia and storage 

and medical plans will be provided for services specific to VOS. 

• Paying for transport of vaccine from Europe:  

• go to this site:  http://vitares.org/index.php/en/  and scroll down to DONATE 

• Send $1,500.00 (this will give you the 5 actual vaccines) 

• once you receive the confirmation email, please forward to this email: 

onco@guardianvet.com 

For those animals responding, additional monthly boosters are available for $400 for a series of 3.  Additional 

administration/anesthesia fees would be ~$1K month to continue immunotherapy. 

We are very excited to offer this amazing treatment option for your pet but advise realistic expectations.  There 

is no clear guarantee but the potential is tremendous.  We will continue treating only while maintaining an 

excellent quality of life.  Please do not hesitate to ask any questions. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_conductivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cell_membrane
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_field
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molecular_biology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrochemotherapy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNA
http://vitares.org/index.php/en/

