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� anks to an incredible collaborative e� ort 
by a number of kindhearted individuals, Loki, 
a 14-month-old shepherd mix, is able to walk 
through the doors of his veterinarian’s o�  ce for 
the � rst time.

Loki’s story is about survival, hope, determina-
tion and teamwork.

It all started when he was a puppy and found in 
a ditch on an Ohio highway by a good Samaritan 
named Tabby, who was on her lunch break.

She took him home where she and her mother, 
Debbie, cared for Loki, that is, until he suddenly 
fell on Jan. 25 and was rendered unable to walk. 

When they took him to multiple veterinarians 
in Ohio, the prognosis was grim—Loki had a ge-
netic malformation and a missing vertebrae in his 
neck and was likely to never walk again. 

It was recommended that Loki be put to sleep, 
but that wasn’t an option for Tabby and Debbie, 
so they hopped on Facebook, which is where Lo-
ki’s journey of recovery began. 

� rough Facebook, they were connected to 
Andrea Ramos-Calderon, a hydrotherapist of 
Waggin in Water in Carmel, who heard through 
Facebook that the puppy was in need of help and 
she immediately sprung into action. 

“� e woman who contacted me on Facebook 
drove him to me from Ohio,” Calderon said.

From there, Calderon contacted Karina Rosito, 

founder of Trina and Friends K9 Rescue in Bed-
ford.

“She [Calderon] said there’s this German 
shepherd that needs help and I just kinda said 
‘OK,’ took the chance and it went from there,” 
Rosito said. “� at’s the rescue; that’s how we are. 
We don’t take the easy dogs, we give dogs with 
less of a chance a chance.” 

Loki was then placed with his foster mom and 
dad, Kate McGunnigle and Tim Ouimette from 
Carmel.

“I got the text in April from Lisa with Trina K9 
rescue asking if I can take in a paralyzed puppy. I 
was in my kitchen and I immediately texted back 
‘Yes.’ I didn’t even think about it, I didn’t even ask 
my husband,” McGunnigle said. 

It wasn’t until 10 days later that he was able 
to see Dr. Jason Berg of Guardian Veterinary 
Specialists in Brewster, the veterinarian who per-
formed Loki’s miraculous spinal surgery.

“When he came to me, he couldn’t walk at all; 
he was in this little ‘C’ shape and it was really be-
cause he had this horrible genetic malformation 
where he’s missing one vertebrae. But it wasn’t 
just that. You could be missing a vertebrae if ev-
erything else is � ne,” Dr. Berg said. “He was so 
twisted because the nervous system told him that 
was natural.”

He said that Loki’s bones had grown so abnor-
mal that it had � attened his spinal cord and this 

Hope and teamwork
Animal lovers across state lines assembled to 

rescue paralyzed puppy
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a� ected him neurologically and his 
breathing, so Dr. Berg performed surgery 
to correct it, remove the compressing tis-
sue and stabilized his head.

Dr. Berg also recommended Eddie’s 
Wheels, a Massachusetts company that 
creates carts for disabled dogs.

After his surgery, Loki went through 
intensive hydrotherapy sessions with 
Calderon � ve days a week for 10 weeks.

It retrained Loki’s muscles and brain 
to tell him which motions he should be 
making with his legs.

“� at’s really part of the water therapy, 
part of the cycling, is getting that brain 
connection to remember that these are 
the movements that your body is sup-
posed to make,” Calderon said.

“Between the neurological disorder in 
general and the way it a� ects the brain, 
and the fact he’s a growing puppy being 
down for so long, you have to remind 
the brain that this is the position you’re 
actually supposed to be in.”

In July, after 10 weeks of hydrother-
apy, Loki went to Erika McElwey, an 
animal specialist, and Kelly Rosado of 
Change Your Range in Western Massa-
chusetts, where he lived for four months 
and received physical therapy. However, 
no one was expecting what happened 
next to happen so soon.

“He was brought to me July 15 and on 
July 27, he was standing and taking his 
� rst steps, which was exactly six months 
after he went down,” McElwey said.

She then called McGunnigle, who 
said they shared tears of joy.

“Erika called me crying and then I 
started crying, because I think the most 
stressful thing is this poor little dog who 
is bursting with life and is so sweet, you 
pray to God this is going to work and 
that he’ll be able to walk again,” Mc-
Gunnigle said.

Loki arrived home back home on 
Nov. 25, just in time for the holidays, 
with mom and dad, McGunnigle and 
Ouimette, who have decided to adopt 
him.

“We’re just so thrilled to have him be 
back home and Tim and I are going to 
adopt him,” McGunnigle said.

Loki will even be featured in her next 
children’s book, “� e Secret Adventures 
of Scru� y MacMu�  n: Loki the Super 
Puppy & the Kindness of Strangers”.

On Dec. 13, the people who con-
tributed to Loki’s success gathered at 
Guardian Veterinary Specialists where 
Loki walked through the doors to see 
Dr. Berg.

“It’s amazing; he’s come a long, long 
way,” Dr. Berg said.

While Loki snuggled up on her lap, 
Calderon said she was happy and knew 
that Dr. Berg was the veterinarian to 
take him to.

“I can’t even describe it. I knew 
he could do it, I really did. I said six 
months, I’m going to get this dog to 
get up and walking,” Calderon said. 
“It’s the freedom that he’s got now. It’s 
pretty incredible and I’m so grateful to 
everyone here.”

Everyone agreed that what saved Loki 
was hope and teamwork.

“Everybody’s piece of this puzzle was 
so intricate, although, he knew he was a 
survivor. It was just one day at a time and 
one step at a time,” McElwey said.

Even strangers on Facebook helped 
this good boy.

“It’s really been teamwork and it’s been 
people rowing the boat together,” Mc-
Gunnigle said. 

She thanked the people on Facebook 
who raised about $3,000 for Loki’s sur-
gery and his Eddie’s Wheels cart.

“� e hard part is kissing him on the 
nose and saying goodbye,” McElwey said.
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